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‘OuU knew It from

e first moment you
d eyes on h g
did you"? Five couples
explain why it took

10 minutes—or 10
vears—to say ‘| do”

BY SAMANTHA ALTEA
PHOTOGRAPHED BY LYNDA CHURILLA
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HOW LONG SHOULD YOU WAIT TO GET MARRIED?
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“After only six
months, Phil

was Joking
albout rings.”

m Phil was already a good
friend by the time we started
dating, so everything just fell
into place. We didn’t have to
bother with all the getting-to-
know-you stufl. Since we have
similar lifestyles, we connected
on so many levels: He’s a bass
plaver and I’'m a pianist, and
we'd already spent a lot of
time playing music together.

Evgeniya, 206,
retail manager
Gary, 306,
business owner

“Only two days into Gary’s
visit, he asked me to marry him!”

B ['m from Russia; Gary 1s
[rom America. But together,
we discovered that love has no
boundaries. When my mom’s
friend posted my prolile on an
[nternet dating site, I laughed.
[ never imagined it’d lead me
to the love of my life —across
the world!-—and that after only
six weeks, we’d be engaged.
Things were different with
Gary than with any other guy
[’d ever met. [ knew he was the
one. My past boyfriends had
wanted me just for my looks-
or liked me for my brains but
were mtimidated by my looks.
[’d never met anyone who
loved all of me, as Gary does.
From the start, we didn’t play
games. We had the exact same
opinions about everything.

Even my very first glimpse of

Gary—his Internet user-name,
“X-Files”—struck a chord; 1t’s
my favorite 'I'V show.

Betore we even met 1 per-
son, we knew we were soul
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mates. So, after six weeks of

imtense e-mails and phone
calls, when Gary asked me
what I wanted for my upcom-
ing birthday, I said all I want-
ed was him. I got my wish: He
came to Russia! Our first day
together was magical; we slept
together that night. And only
two days into Gary’s visit, he
proposed. He’d even brought
a ring! I was shocked, but 1t

just lelt so right. We knew we

wanted to be together, and
getting married was the easiest
way for us to be able to live n
the same country. It was the
only time I’ve ever rushed into
an important decision,
Shortly alter Gary’s trip, I
moved to the U.S., and five
months after our first e-mail,
we were married. At first, we
had some language issues, but
now, | speak near-perfect
English. We’ve been married
for more than three years, and
we’ve never been more in love.,

Sarah, 35,
musician
Phil, 32,
musician

When we finally started dat-
ing, it felt so comfortable that
after only six months, Phil was

joking about rings.

When I first met Phil, I was
attracted to him—but dating
someone else. Still, meeting
Phil helped me realize there
were better men out there, and
[ ended my relationship. For
about a year, Phil and I spent
time together as [riends. But
when I was just about ready to
date again—and hoping that
Phil would make a move—
another guy asked me out.

That gave Phil the push he
needed. He swooped in and
asked me out—admaitting he’d
been wanting to for a year.
The first time we
kissed, I told him I
wanted to take things
slowly and wouldn’t
have sex before mar-
riage. He said |1
should take as long as
[ needed—but I soon
changed my mind!

After that, Phil and
[ became mseparable,
and a year later, we
oot married. Looking
back, I think 1t was
good that Phil and I
took a while to start dating,
because once we did, we were
really “ready.” We needed only
a year of romance to perfectly
cement our relationship. >
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HOW LONG SHOULD YOU WAIT TO GET MARRIED?

“We each needed to reach a e . | computer

certain plateau in our careers e RN L
before we could devote ourselves D e G
to a lifetime together . E . F N s programmer

B Waiting five years before Bobby and I met through a
getting married was necessary  friend. Immediately, I thought
for Bobby and me. We're both  Bobby was adorable, and we
very hardworking, ambitious,  completely hit it off, but we
and committed to our jobs; lived in different states. Never-
we each needed to reach a  theless, our connection was
certam plateau in our careers  so strong that we started long-
before we could devote our-  distance dating, traveling back
selves to a lifetime together.  and forth to see cach other,
Five years went by so fast. If  spending as much time to-
we'dneeded to, we could have  gether as possible. After about
waited 50—though it never felt ~ six months, Bobby found a
ike “waiting,” and I never greatjob in New York, where
wondered i Bobby and I I was living. So he moved—
' 1 would get married.  but only because it was a great
Alison, 31, We were just ex-  opportunity for our relation-
eallelgnie | tremely busy and  ship and for his career.
program very f()(.tused on our About t\-vo—and-a-hal!‘ years
manager professional lives. later, I was acceptcd‘ mto a
Bobby, 30, master’s program at Princeton
ad executive University, an hour south of
, AR New York. It was an amazing,
though extremely intense,
opportunity—a challenge 1 § [y
necded to accept to feel truly  FEFE 2 ;,&‘--ZT XS T8 ;
accomplished as an individ-
ual. Going back to having a

: ; a

. O hay “We just didn’t
long-distance relationship was k
difficult for the two of us, but B NOW W nat
the entire time I was in school, owe had UNTti
Bobby remained my calming - ’ :
force, my inner peace. o we'd been with

Toward the end of my sec- Othel’ peOple,

ond year at Princeton, Bobby emotion a“y
b
and sexually.
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bought a new apartment in
New York. Though he didn’t
say 1t, I knew he was buying it
for both of us. Our lives were
starting to fall into place: His
carecer was taking off, and I
was only a few months away

m Matt and I met when we
were both living in the same
college dorm. I couldn’t resist
his dark hair and blue eyes,

from receiving my master’s. so I asked him out—and we
Shortly before 1 graduated, stayed together for more than
Bobby proposed, and after two years. Then I found out
graduation, we got married. he’d kissed another woman.
We’re still working hard —but At the same time, I'd become

also living happily ever after. interested in another guy, >




so I ended our exclusive re-
lationship. We were young; |
think we both needed the
thrill of other people.

For six months, I dated this
other guy and hardly saw
Matt, which was hard for him.
He still loved me, and to be
honest, I preferred his com-
pany, too. ButI was immature
and conlused about the mean-
mmg of love. Eventually, the
guy I was dating moved away,
and I moved to Italy to study.
But I kept in touch with Matt.
Through everything, he re-
mained my rock.

After a few months, when
I came back to the States, I
began dating Matt again—anc
stayed at his place. Despite all
we had been through, we were
still each other’s support sys-
tem. Yet we weren’t ready to
give each other everything, so
we continued to date other
people. I know that sounds
kind of strange, but somehow,
our arrangement suited us. I
think deep down, we both
knew we loved only each
other—and always would.

Within a few months, I re-
ceived an opportunity to study
at Cornell University, so I had
to move and leave Matt be-
hind again. He continued to
date other people, but I hard-
ly did. Eventually, we missed
each other so much that Matt
moved to be with me—this
time for keeps. We were final-
ly done sowing our wild oats.
Now that we had experienced
other people, really knew
what love was, and knew we
could rely on each other no
matter what, we were ready to
maintain a real commitment.
We just didn’t know what
we had until we’d been with
other people, emotionally and
sexually. We finally knew
absolutely—there was nobody
else we’d rather be with. And
two-and-a-half years later, we
had the perfect wedding.
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"Nick and | feel
safe and happy just

the way we are.”

& :
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Soo, 31,
digital design

director

Nick, 31, actor

VX

amazing when you con-
sider how awkward our
first meeting was. The
first time I met Nick,
he came across as ex-
tremely bold, especially

.....

.....
------

B Nick and I feel like soul
mates and have made a prom-
1se to be together forever. But
unlike most couples, we don’t
consider marriage. We think it
would spoil things. Marriage
makes people complacent and
gives them an excuse to take
each other for granted, to neg-
lect their relationship. Once
people have alegal bond, they
seem to stop working on their
troubles. After all, why bother?
They’re already involved in a
“done deal.” Nick and I are
constantly working at our rela-
tionship. We never want to
reach that type of plateau.
Our level of commitment to
each other 1s actually pretty

e -

when are you going to
let me seduce you?” I
was shocked by his
directness—but also a
little intrigued.

When our paths
crossed a few months
later at a party he was
throwing, I was a hit
wary. But I happened
to have an unusual
book with me that Nick
actually knew. I was im-
pressed, and we wound
up chatting the whole
night—and having a
great time together.

T'he following week,
I tried calling Nick because I'd
left the book at his apartment
(by accident—I swear!), but he
didn’t return my calls. Even-
tually, he called back and con-
vinced me that he’d been
trying to reach me, but no one
had answered. I was annoyed
but agreed to pick the book up
at his place. It was that third
meeting when Nick really
opened up. Once again, we
ended up talking all night, and
he told me how he was ready
for a meaningful relationship,
He wanted something sub-
stantial and real—and he im-
phied he wanted 1t with me.

Ever since then, Nick and [
have been a serious couple.
Today, we’ve been living to-
gether for more than three
years. Marriage may be the
answer for other people, but
Nick and I feel safe and happy

.....
.......
\ *

just the way we are, ]




